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Ferries {Ireland). 


A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY STANDING COMMITTEE A] 

TO 

Confer on County Councils in Ireland the power to a.d. isos. 
establish and maintain Ferries ; and for other purposes 
connected therewith. 

T>E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the adyice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows 

5 1. Subject to the provisions of this Act, a county council Establish- 

may establish, maintain, and work a ferry or ferries for passengers ment ailtl 
and goods between such points within the limits of their county 
as they from time to time think fit, and may purchase, provide, 
maintain, regulate, man, work, and use steam and other vessels 
10 and boats, with all proper and sufficient tackle, gear, and apparatus 
and conveniences for conveying, landing, or embarking passengers 
and goods, and may convey passengers and goods between such 
points, and may from time to time, appoint, employ, remunerate, 
and dismiss such officers, servants, toll collectors, and other 
16 persons as may be, in their opinion, required for the proper 
working of any such ferry. 

— i ^ coun ty council may demand and receive for' the Provisions 
use of any ferry established under this Act and for the conveyance for f° ri 7 
of passengers and goods in any vessels or boats belonging to or t0 " s ' 

20 provided by the council such reasonable tolls and payments (in 
tins Act called “ferry tolls”) as they think fit and the Local 
brovernment noard approve : Provided that such ferry tolls shall 
be at all times charged equally to all persons, and after the 
same rate in respect of all goods of a like description conveyed 
26 m the same class of vessels or boats and under the like 
circumstances. 
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(2) The ferry tolls shall be paid- to such persons and at 
such places upon or near to the ferry, and in such manner 
and under such regulations as the council shall, by notice to 
be annexed to the list of ferry tolls, appoint, and if any person 
subject to any ferry toll or any person in charge of any goods 5 
subject to any ferry toll, after demand, refuse or neglect to pay 
the same, such collector by himself or taking such assistance 
as he shall think necessary, may stop or prevent such person 
from entering into or upon, or depositing any goods in, any ferry 
boat or premises of the council connected with such ferry, or 10 
may eject such person or goods therefrom. 

(8) If any person after demand fail to pay any ferry toll 
due from him, the council may recover the same in a summary 
manner, and if any person shall knowingly and wilfully, and 
with intent to defraud, refuse or neglect to pay his ferry toll 15 
when the same shall be payable by virtue of this Act, every 
such person shall, on conviction in a summary manner, for every 
such offence forfeit a sum not exceeding forty shillings. 

(4) A list of the ferry tolls from time to time appointed 
by the council, with the approval of the Local Government 20 
Board, to be taken shall be published by the same being 
printed or painted in white letters on a black ground or in 
black letters on a white ground, and exhibited in some con- 
spicuous place on the toll gates, or toll-houses, or places where 
such tolls shall be payable, and no ferry tolls shall be taken or 25 
demanded by the council for the use of the ferry during any 
time at which the list of tolls herein-before directed to be 
exhibited in respect of the ferry shall not be so exhibited, and 
if any person wilfully pull down, deface, or destroy any such 
list of tolls, he shall, on conviction in a summary manner, 30 
forfeit a sum not exceeding five pounds for every such offence : 
Provided that if any such list be destroyed, injured, or obliterated 
the tolls and payments shall continue payable, during the time 
reasonably required for the restoration or reparation of such list, 
in the same manner as if the list continued exhibited in the 35 
state required by this Act. 

3. — (1) In connection with any ferry established under this 
Act the county council, from time to time, may erect, provide, 
and maintain such toll-houses, waiting rooms, shelters, sheds, 
and other buildings, works, and conveniences at each terminus 40 
of such ferry as they think necessary for . the accommodation of 
passengers using such ferry and goods conveyed or intended 
to be conveyed across the same. 
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(2) For the purposes .of this, section the council may acquire, 
purchase, or take on lease any land, or any easements or rights 
over or in land, within or without the limits of their county, 
and for the purpose of this subsection paragraphs (a),{b), ( c ), {e) 

5 and (g) of subsection (3) of section -ten of the Act of 1898, shall 
apply with the necessary modifications, and with the substitution 
of the Local Government Board for the judge of assize and 
the lord lieutenant in council and privy council and Court of 
Appeal, and with the substitution of rules made by the Local 
10 Government Board for rules of court, as if the land were required 
for the purpose of widening an old road or making a new road, 
and any order made by the said Board under the said paragraphs 
shall be final and conclusive. 

(3) For the purpose of the payment of the compensation 
15 for lands acquired, purchased, or taken on lease under this section, 

section eleven of the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1906, shall apply 
with the necessary modifications. 

(4) Rules regulating the practice and procedure and costs 
in proceedings under this section may be made by the Local 

20 Government Board. 

4. The county council may, subject to the provisions of this 
Act and the Act of 1898, make byelaws with respect to any ferry 
established by them for all or any of the following purposes 
(that is to say) : — 

25 (a) For regulating, controlling, and limiting the use of the 

ferry ; 

(b) For preventing the commission of any nuisances in or upon 
premises of the council used for or in connection with 
the ferry ; 

30 (c) For preventing injuries and damages to any works or 

property of the council so used; 

(d) For regulating the duties and conduct of all persons, as 
well the officers and servants of the council as others 
who shall be employed in and about the ferry and in 
g 5 and about the vessels or boats used for the purposes 

of any ferry, established as aforesaid ; 

(<?) For regulating the conveyance* of passengers and goods 
in or upon any vessels or boats at the ferry and the 
embarkation and disembarkation of the same respec- 
40 tively, and for prohibiting the embarkation of any 
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A.d. 1908. 


goods in any vessels or boats used for the purposes 
of the ferry which may, in the opinion of the council, 
be injurious to or prejudically affect the use of such 
vessels and boats or to the traffic to be carried therein ; 
and the council may, by the byelaws so to be made by them 5 
impose such reasonable penalties as they think fit not exceeding 
five pounds for each breach of such byelaws : 

Provided that no such byelaws shall come into operation until 
the same shall have been confirmed by the Local Government 
Board. 


Ferry rights 
to be exclu- 
sive. 


10 


Saving for 
existing 
ferry rights. 


5. No person shall keep or maintain any boat or boats or 
vessel or vessels, to ply for hire across any. river or water traversed 
by any ferry established under this Act, at any place nearer than 
two statute miles to any snch ferry, or carry or convey for hire 
across any such river or water within the limit aforesaid anv 15 
passengers or goods which are subject or chargeable with tolls 
under this Act, except such persons as shall be appointed by the 
council, and if any person not so appointed shall keep or maintain 
any boat or boats, or vessel or vessels, or shall carry or convey 
passengers or goods contrary to this section, such person shall be 9 0 
guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall, on conviction in a " 
summary manner, forfeit and pay to the council a sum not 
exceeding five, pounds : Provided that nothing in this section 

shal affect prejudicially any public right of navigation or fishing 
111 the sea, or in any creek, bay, or arm of the sea, or in anv 25 
navigable river communicating therewith, where and so far up 
the same as the tide flows and reflow's, and provided that the 
Local Government. Board may authorise a county council to 
establish a ferry within the limits provided by this section. 

6. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorise any an 
county council io interfere in any way with any ferry rights 
existing at the passing of this Act. 

7. — (1) The expenses incurred by a county council in the 
execution of this Act shall be defrayed out of the poor rate 
and shall he raised equally over the whole county or such 35 
districts thereof as the county council may determine. 

(2) All receipts from ferry tolls payable under this Act 

“"/? f ed by a COUnoil fcom otber sources than 

toils for the. establishment and maintenance of a ferry or ferries 

the c d-li “u l f “ d ’ t0 b ° ° alled the “f«-ry fund,” to 40 
tne oiedit of such district as aforesaid, and shall be otherwise 
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accounted for and dealt with as if the said receipts and moneys a.d. 1908 . 

were receipts from rates applicable to the payment of district 

charges : Provided that such receipts and moneys and any 
interest thereon shall he applicable only to the payment of the 
5 expenses mentioned in subsection (1) of this section. 

(3) It shall be lawful for a county council to receive, 
subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, 
gifts of money from any source for the establishment and 
maintenance under this Act of a ferry or ferries. 

10 (4) In addition to the accounts provided for by subsection 

(3) of section forty-seven of the Act of 1898, a separate account 
shall be kept in the county fund of the receipts and payments 
of a county council in respect of any ferry or ferries established 
under this Act. 

16 8.— (1) Auy two or more county councils may jointly Ferries 

establish, maintain, and work a ferry or ferries under this Act betwe . en 
between points within the limits of their respective counties, cor ‘ nt,es - 
and the provisions of this Act shall apply with the necessary 
modifications, to every such ferry and to such counties and to 
20 the councils thereof, and the powers and duties of the several 
councils under this Act in relation to every such ferry shall be 
exercised and discharged by a joint committee appointed under 
this section. 

(2) Eor the purposes of this section, any two or more county 
26 councils may appoint a joint committee consisting of members of 

their respective councils with such representation thereon of each 
council as may be agreed upon or, in case of dispute, as may be 
determined by the Local G-overnment Board. 

(3) Any expenses incurred under this section shall be defrayed 
30 by, and any surplus receipts from ferry tolls shall be appropriated 

to, the several county councils in such proportions as may be agreed 
upon by the councils or, in case of dispute as may be determined 
by the Local Government Board. 

(4) The Local Government Board may make rules regulating 
36 the procedure of county councils and joint committees under 

this, section and providing for the manner in which the accounts 
of the joint committees are to be kept. 


40 


9. In this Act — 

The expression “ county council ” means any council of an 
administrative county other than the council of a county 
borough : 


Definitions. 
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The expression “the Act of 1898” means the Local 
Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 : 

The expression “the Local Government Board” means 
the Local Government Board for Ireland. 

10. A county council shall hot under the powers of this Act 5 
construct on the shore of the sea, or of any creek, hay, arm of the 
sea, or navigable river communicating therewith, where and so far 
up the same as the tide flows and reflows, any work without the 
previous consent of the Board of Trade to he signified in writing 
under the hand of one of the secretaries or assistant secretaries of lo 
the Board of Trade, and then only according to such plan and 
under such restrictions and regulations as the Board of Trade may 
approve of, such approval being signified as last aforesaid, and 
where any such work may have been constructed the county 
council shall not at any time alter or extend the same without 15 
obtaining previously to making any such alteration or extension 
the like consents or approvals. If any such work be commenced 

or completed contrary to the provisions of this section the Board 
of Trade may abate and remove the same and restore the site 
thereof to its former condition gt the cost and charge of the county 20 
council, and the amount of such costs and charges shall be a debt 
due from the county council to the Crown, and shall be recoverable 
as a Crown debt or summarily. 

11. The establishment of a ferry under this Act shall not 
require any franchise from the Crown, but, save as aforesaid, 25 
nothiug in this Act affects prejudicially any estate, right, power, 
privilege, or exemption of the Crown, and in particular nothing 
herein contained authorises -any county council to take, use, or in 
any manner interfere with any portion of the shore, or bed of the 
sea, or of any river, channel, creek, bay, or estuary, or any 30 
land, hereditaments, subjects, or rights of whatsoever description 
belonging to His Majesty in right of His Crown, and under the 
management of the Commissioners of Woods or of the Board of 
Trade respectively, or vested in the Commissioners of Public Works 

in Ireland, without the consent in writing of the Commissioners 35 
of Woods, of the Board of Trade, or of the Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland, as the case may bo, first had and obtained for 
that purpose (which consent the said Commissioners and Board 
are hereby respectively authorised to give), and nothing herein 
contained authorises any ferry tolls to be demanded or received 49 
for- the conveyance of any person when on duty in the service of 
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the Crown or any Government Department, or of any goods for 
the service or being the property of the Crown or any Government 
Department, or of any postal packets within the meaning of the 
Post Office (Protection) Act, 1884. 

5 12. This Act may he cited as the Perries (Ireland) Act, 

1908, and shall be read and construed as one with the Local 
Government (Ireland) Act, 1898. 

13. This Act shall come into operation on the passing thereof. 


A.D. 1908. 
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